11. The terms priority intelligence requirement (PIR) and intelligence requirement (IR) replace the terms essential elements of information (EEI) and other intelligence requirements (OIR) to correspond to joint doctrinal terminology. Priority intelligence requirements are a subset of commander's critical information requirements (CCIRs), a term used to describe the information and intelligence requirements a commander deems critical to mission success. CCIRs are discussed in FMFM 6-1, The Marine Division (to be redesignated as MCWP 3-11.1). 16. The southwest monsoon season ran from mid-March to mid-September, flooding much of the South Vietnamese delta while turning the Laos and Vietnamese highlands into a quagmire nearly impassable to heavy vehicles. As a result, major military operations could not begin until the ground had dried, normally in December.
